x 150. "Dr. Greene has presented not merely a narrative but a comprehensive and definitive appraisal" as a counter to "clinical empiricism and impressionism". This extract from the foreword to the 1st Edition (1958) is equally applicable to the 3rd Edition.
The first half of the book is devoted to effects on the cardiovascular system and the central nervous system. Effects on pulmonary ventilation and haemodynamics, and obstetric physiology, are dealt with in the latter half which includes short chapters on renal, hepatic, gastrointestinal, metabolic and endocrine function. The last chapter is a brief account of differences in physiological responses to spinal and epidural anaesthesia.
Of particular note in this monograph are certain facets which receive little or no attention in most standard texts: • factors which determine the minimal (local) anaesthetic concentration for spinal anaesthesia; • direct effects on the sympathetic nervous system; • somnolence and spinal anaesthesia; • extent, nature and significance of arterial, arteriolar and postarteriolar vasodilation caused by sympathetic denervation; and • effects on coronary blood flow.
Spinal narcotic analgesia is not discussed, the contention being that it is not, by definition, spinal anaesthesia.
Many anaesthetists may be deterred initially by the narrative style and the relative paucity of sub-headings and illustrations. Perseverance is however worthwhile as Dr. Greene does present a well-balanced appraisal of a recurrently controversial subject and his book is a suitable companion to Macintosh's Lumbar Puncture and Spinal Analgesia (1978, Lee and Atkinson Therefore it may have been with some apprehension that the editors and publishers embarked on this ambitious project. However the increasing information available regarding this vast subject, in particular its physiological and pharmacological aspects, has outstripped standard texts. No single volume till now has updated all aspects of regional anaesthesia and pain relief. "Neural Blockade" fills that gap and is a most welcome addition to the anaesthetic literature.
It is attractively presented, with its artistic hard cover and no dust jacket -a practical thought considering the constant use this text will receive. The binding is sound and it remains open easily at the chosen page. This is one book you can judge by its cover. Inside the same thought has been given to the written text making it very readable, the figures and tables easily understood and clearly presented.
There are forty-one authors, all recognised experts, of whom ten practise in Australia, including the co-editor. This is something of which all Australian anaesthetists should be justifiably proud.
The book is divided into two parts, the larger dealing with all aspects of local anaesthesia and the other with pain management. The content of each chapter is well laid out, with clear paragraph headings and many references for those wishing to pursue a subject further (for example, about four hundred on epidural block). Techniques are discussed with the aid of excellent anatomical drawings and photos, some in colour. However, one should remember that this is not a "cookbook" of regional anaesthetic techniques.
Overall one finds it hard to criticise this book. It must become a standard text, and any anaesthetic library would be remiss in not purchasing a copy. For such a book as this, the price is money well spent.
The authors and editors are to be congratulated on this newcomer which will become a classic in anaesthetic literature.
J 154; 215 x 140. Churchill Livingstone have undertaken to publish a series of reviews of current practice in Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Anaestheists will note with some astonishment and a considerable sense of pride that obstetric analgesia and anaesthesia has been chosen as the first topic to be reviewed. Subsequent volumes are to be monographs on obstetric and gynaecological topics.
The book is intended to provide obstetricians with an understanding of the basic principles of the care offered to obstetric patients by anaesthetists, and to assist those obstetricians who undertake higher training in the United Kingdom but who may be required to practise in the Third World and to introduce techniques of analgesia and anaesthesia themselves.
There is no doubt that the book will give obstetricians Selwyn Crawford's views on these topics but the reviewer has some reservations about whether the second objective will be achieved.
The book has only five chapters dealing with the pharmacology of obstetric analgesia and anaesthesia, the relief of pain and anxiety in labour, with caesarean section, with regurgitation and aspiration -causes and management, and with obstetric and nonobstetric complications affecting anaesthetic practice. It is surprising that the physiological changes of pregnancy which influence anaesthetic practice have not been summarised in a short chapter but remain sprinkled throughout the book.
Throughout the book certain portions appear in italics. These comments have been emphasised by the editor because in his opinion they are worthy of note. Either they emphasise matters which are factual yet appear to be misunderstood by many or they are of direct clinical relevance and misunderstanding could be dangerous or they upset many obstetricians and are therefore worthy of discussion.
In the book Crawford is at his dogmatic and controversial best, or worst, depending on the reader's opinions. Many of his statements would arouse heated controversy amongst a gathering of anaesthetists.
Amongst my obstetric colleagues the meaning of the term "functional residual capacity" could not be explained by the majority, but the term is used in the book without explanation when the uptake of volatile anaesthetic agents is discussed. In the section on nondepolarising muscle relaxants the author fails to make the useful practical point that the dose of these drugs required at caesarean section is often half that given to a nonpregnant adult.
Crawford stresses that the pregnant patient is physiologically different from the nonpregnant adult female but the sentence" ... the pregnant patient is physiologically discreet (sic) from the non-pregnant adult female ... " does not help the obstetrician appreciate this difference. The book has a good index and a large selection of references.
To some extent the book may well confuse obstetricians and obstetric trainees in its presentation of so many differing controversial points of view but many of the statements in the book and many of the italicised comments would serve as starting points for lively debates between obstetric and anaesthetic trainees. J. PAULL This excellent book aims to present applied science in a form suitable for rapid use in "the heat of battle" in the intensive care unit and to /1I1a('~/hnia (fllrilll/e/l\{t'c Care, Vol, x, /' V'(). 3, Augllst, 1982
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